
 
 

 
 

  
 

F. Murray Abraham, the Academy Award Winner  
Honorary President of International Migration Film Festival: 

 
‘I, too, am son of a migrant  

from Ottoman Syria’ 
 

Academy Award winner Honorary President of International Migration Film Festival, 
critically acclaimed film and stage actor F. Murray Abraham’s parents are migrants too. As 

the son of a father of Assyrian descent from Syria and mother of Italian descent with 14 
children, F. Murray Abraham states; “As the son of a man who migrated from Ottoman 

Syria to the US, I understand and identify with the issues of migration. This festival means 
a lot to me.” 

 
 
 
Coming up between June 14th and 21st as the world’s most comprehensive migration themed 
film festival “International Migration Film Festival” has announced Academy Award winning 
actor F. Murray Abraham (81), who is also of Assyrian descent, to be its Honorary President.  
In the video message that the well-acclaimed actor sent for the press conference of the 
festival, which is organized under the auspices of Presidency of Republic of Turkey, by 
Ministry of Internal Affairs’ General Directorate of Migration Management, with the 
contribution of Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Abraham expressed his delightfulness for 



being a part of such event. “As the son of a man who migrated from Ottoman Syria to the US, 
I understand and identify with the issues of migration.” said F. Murray Abraham. 
 
 
‘A new challenge is facing the refugees’ 
 
Underlining the fact that Turkey is the country that hosts the highest number of refugees all 
around the world, F. Murray Abraham continued his message as; “The Syrian refugee 
population alone is close to 3.6 million along with asylum seekers from other countries. And 
now as with the rest of the world, a new challenge is facing the refugees, stopping the spread 
of Covid -19. This Festival aims to promote films which tap into the Migration experience and 
also features films produced by, directed by, and starring immigrants and refugees. 
Throughout the festival we will have a great chance to explore those films and listen to 
several interesting and surprise guests doing Master classes and interviews. Thank you very 
much. This means a lot to me.” 
 
Immigrant Parents 
 
Born in USA in 1939, F. Murray Abraham played in great cinema classics such as; All The 
President’s Men, Scarface and The Grand Budapest Hotel, along with TV series including 
Homeland and Mythic Quest: Raven’s Banquet. The film that brought Abraham to the eyes 
of global audience was Miloš Forman’s movie adaptation of “Amadeus”, which won the 
Academy Awards in 8 different categories. Playing the role of imperial court composer 
“Antonio Salieri’’ in iconic masterpiece of cinema history, F. Murray Abraham won the “Best 
Actor in a Leading Role” awards in Oscars and Golden Globe in 1984, thanks to his 
outstanding performance.   
 
While F. Murray Abraham's father was of Syrian descent, his mother was one of 14 children 
born to a family of Italian migrants. The famous actor uses the letter “F” in front of his name 
as both a nod to his father, Fahrid, and to give him a unique-sounding stage name. “The name 
Murray Abraham did not say anything. It was just another name. So, I have framed it,” he 
said. 
 
‘Maybe we should not be afraid of these people!” 
 
Attending a meeting on migrants in the U.S. four years ago, Abraham said: “Syrians are not 
the enemy. They are people in need of help. I am Syrian, too. Many of my people have made 
a great contribution to this country. I think we should remember this. How would you feel if 



you had to leave your country, or (were) forced to leave it? I mean, maybe we should give 
these people a helping hand for a while and not be afraid of them." 
 
About the festival… 
 
Being world’s biggest migration themed film festival, International Migration Film Festival is 
having its debut year. While all the events around the world are suspended, Turkey is 
hosting the world’s most comprehensive online film festival and its events.  Festival’s 
website www.migrationff.com is designated as the main platform that attendees can access 
all the events. Ranging from online film tickets to exhibition invitations, our guests will be 
able to reach an extensive content.  
 
While more than 50 films that focus on themes of migration and civilization are screened, 
the festival will welcome hundreds of filmmakers, press members, representatives from 
non-governmental organizations and academicians. Just as in a traditional festival, 
screenings will take place in accordance with a schedule announced in advance. The jury, 
which will be consisting of leading international and national masters of the cinema 
industry, will meet to determine the best films and scripts. 
 
Masterclasses, Workshops, Panels... 
 
At the ‘International Migration Film Festival’, experiences of well-known names from all 
over the world will be shared with the audience. Within the Special Masterclass events with 
limited number of attendees, directors and actors will convey their experiences. Such 
events will create the most remarkable moments of the festival. Workshops and panel 
discussions with expert names in the field will be held throughout the festival. 
 
Everyone Will Be Able to View the Exhibitions 
 
Within the scope of the festival, a series of new generation exhibitions with special content 
are prepared for everyone to visit. Additionally, there will be an opportunity to visit special 
exhibitions with VR glasses. Some of them will touching immigration subject and some of 
them will be about historical places of the world. Similar in reality with the stage concerts, 
festival concerts will be broadcasted live on YouTube. Artists who work and create in 
accordance to the topics of migration will be prioritized. 
 
26 Thousand Euros Award Will Be Distributed 
 



From all around the world, films that won awards and gained critical acclaim within the last 
five years’ major festivals and competitions will compete in two categories: International 
Feature Film and International Short Film competitions. At the end of the competition ‘Best 
Feature Film’ will receive 15 thousand Euros, ‘Best Short Film’ and ‘Best Inspirational 
Scenario’ will be awarded 5 thousand Euros. Additionally, another short film will be 
awarded with one thousand Euros within the competition named as “Same Boat”. 
 
 

Website: 
www.migrationff.com 
 
Social Media Accounts: 
https://twitter.com/migrationff/ 
https://www.facebook.com/migrationff/ 
https://www.instagram.com/migrationff/ 
https://www.youtube.com/migrationff 
 

 
 
 
 


